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For FREE help using the above resources or with budgeting, controlling expenses 
and  
improving your credit, contact Donna Andreozzi, Money Sense Coordinator  
at Community Care Alliance, 401-413-5209 or dandreozzi@CommunityCareRI.org 

 

 

Weeks before The Coronavirus Relief Bill (The CARES Act) became law criminals were 

scheming to separate you from your payment. Anyone receiving an Economic Impact 

Payment as a mailed paper check may be most vulnerable to scams because these 

payments take longer to process than direct deposits. So far, there is no set date to 

start printing and mailing checks, though some estimate the end of April or early May.  

  

Remember:  If you receive SSI or SSDI or filed taxes in 2018 or 2019, your direct 

deposit payment is automatic. There have been some reported glitches so keep 

checking your bank account.   

 

If none of the above applies to you and you do not plan to file taxes this year, go to 

https://www.irs.gov. Click *Non-Filers: Enter Payment Information Here to register for 

payment. Enter personal data ONLY at this genuine site. They will send you a 

confirmation email after you register. If the IRS needs more information, return to the 

IRS site. You will NOT be asked to send personal data by email.   

 

 

Warning Signs of Scams & What to Watch For As You Wait for Your Payment 

 

 Texts or social media emphasizing the words 'Stimulus Check' or 'Stimulus 

Payment' are likely frauds. The official term is economic impact payment. 

 No one from the government will call, email or text asking for personal data such 

as your Social Security, bank account, or credit/debit card numbers. Callers 

claiming to be from the government asking for such information are frauds. Do 

not react or give in because you fear you will not get your money. 

 People suggesting by phone, email, text or social media that they can get a tax 

refund or economic impact payment faster by working on your behalf are lying.   

 No one should call to ‘verify’ personal or banking information saying that the 

information is needed to receive or speed up your payment. They will pretend 

they have your data in front of them but they do not. Hang up on them! 

 Do not click on links in emails, texts or social media promising you a check.   

https://www.irs.gov/
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 The government will not ask you to pay anything up front to get this money. 

There are no fees or charges for your economic impact payment. 

 

 

 IF you register with the IRS at their *Non-Filers site you will get an email 

verification or request for more information. They do not want and will not ask 

you to send personal information in that email. NEVER SEND PERSONAL DATA 

by email, text or social media.  

 No one should ask you to sign over your economic impact payment check or 

offer a cash advance. If you are offered a faster way to get a stimulus check on-

line or by mail, this is a rip-off.   

 If you ‘already received’ a paper check in the mail, you did not!  It’s NOT REAL!!  

As of today, NO PAPER CHECKS were sent. Watch for fake checks, perhaps in 

odd amounts, that tell you to call a number or verify personal information online 

in order to cash it. They use the info you provide to steal from you and take your 

identity. 

 

How to Protect Yourself from Scammers 
 

 Be suspicious.  

 Do not click on links in unsolicited e-mails.  

 Always verify the original source. For example, if an email seems to be from the 

IRS and has a link, IGNORE the link. Go directly to the www.IRS.gov website.  

 Hang up on ANYONE requesting personal information. When in doubt ignore 

questionable phone messages. Delete them.  

 Ignore any texts or emails asking for personal information.   

 

 

What to Do If you See or Suspect a Scam 

 

To report a suspected scam or if you believe you may have been the victim of a scam 

contact the RI Attorney General’s Office Consumer Protection Unit at 401-274-4400 or 

fill out an online complaint form http://www.riag.ri.gov/ConsumerProtection/About.php or  

http://www.riag.ri.gov/ConsumerProtection/About.php
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email them at consumers@riag.ri.gov.  

 

Unsolicited emails, text messages or social media attempts to gather information that 

appear to be from either the IRS or an organization closely linked to the IRS, such as 

the Electronic Federal Tax Payment System (EFTPS), should be forwarded to 

phishing@irs.gov  

mailto:consumers@riag.ri.gov
mailto:phishing@irs.gov

